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To all who frequent 
| 0 * * 
Religious Aſſemblies. 

Not every one that Jaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall c into the | 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doth the will of my Father | 
which it in heaven,” Matt. vii. 21. | | 

Be ye aber. "of t the word, and not hearers " deceiving your ac | 
2 James 1. 22. ; 
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Lthough the obſervations which occur in this 

Addreſs may be common, and fuch as moſt 
people experience, yet, through the bleſſing of 
God, they may be uſeful to all who peruſe them : 
And as that was the intention of their being publiſh- 
ed, the author hopes his labour will not be in vain, 


When we take a ſurvey of the multitude who 
frequent places of public worſhip, of all denomi- 
nations, and examine into the general tenor of 
their lives, there appears ſo much contradiction, 
that it may not be amiſs to enquire into the cauſes 
thereof, and point out a ſhort method whereby 
| people may be much henefited by ſuch public 
worſhip. 


How many attend publick worſhip out of 

. and cuſtom, without any other motive what- 
ever; who, if they are not wholly inattentive, 
yeal 
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yet behave with much unconcernedneſs and in- 
difference, and go away no more proficed. than 
CEO e 


2dly. How many go purely to ſee and be ſeen, 
to learn new leſſons of vanity, to remark the be- 
haviour of thoſe around them, to comment upon the 
preacher and his diſcourſe ; who, while they ſeem 
to pray to God, are making a Vain aſtentation of 
their perſon and dreſs; thus mocking God and 
diſſem bling with him, who is * purer eyes than to 
behold 3 
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purpoſe to hear ſuch a — becauſe he main- 
tains ſuch and ſuch a particular doctrine, though 
when he labours to ſpeak to their conſciences a nd 
qpnyince | them of tin, 65 turn a deaf ear to hi 1 
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17800 Hoy ry s go to ts of epobht wor? 


ithout. once looking up to God for his 
bine who pray only by 22 without” ring 
the Word without examinin „ conſidering,” or ap- 
wiring. ghar. they hear; an who rejoice when the 
redigus hour is over, and e Have done their 
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A 8 they aſk, or boping to be heard; who, bear 
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SP: 50 and yet continue to go to Places ot 


public worſhip ; others, inſtead of checking, ta- 
ther Ahe vain and wandring thoughts, and 
8 

negl ligent of their qwn ; who ſhew their dif bee 


with 


their neighbour's behaviour, thoagh' quite | 
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(a) 
with God by their wanton looks and lazy poſtures. 


— Now, many of theſe: perſons. attend for fear of 
being miſſod, and others, becauſe they nde TE: 
away; being _ a and 1 * 
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Gn There are abu, ſhocking to think oft 

who entirely prevent the reaping any advantage 
from theſe ordinances, by their placing- a con- 
fidence in them, who think they do God ſervice, 
and certainly merit — inſtead of uſing 
them as the means or channels of Grace, waiting, 
expetting, and hoping te to receive Din n 10 


When we take a . « ry many pepſvas 
ohs frequent religious aſſemblies, and examine 
into the ocauſes of ſo much careleſneſs, formality 
and hypoerify, we ſhall find, that, notwithſtanding 
all their = or even the pretenſions many 
make of being better than their neighbours; for 
many there are, who would not abſtain from pray- 
et, ſermon and the Lord's ſupper, who have no 
real weighty concern for their eternal welfare, but 
are loves of pleaſure, more than lovers of God, 
having only the form, but not the power of god- 
lineſs; are as vain and-earthly, proud and paſſion- 
ate, and as much lovers of themſelves, as thoſe 
who ſeldom or never attend theſe ordinances; they 
have not à due ſenſe of their fallen ſtate by nature, 
of their guilt, their miſery and danger; they do 
not fe# ſin to be a burden too heavy for them to 
bear; therefore they do not, they cannot hearti; 
ly apply to Jeſus Chriſt for pardon and redemp- 
tion, but go on in a round of duties, lulling 
their ſouls to reſt, unawakened and unconcern- 


ed; without hope, and without God in the world. 
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It ist then the- e theſe lines to un- 
decbi ve ſuch miſerable ſinners, ta put them in 
a method how to reap advantage fromiſo many 
hours ſpent in religious, exerciſes; and alſo to help 


antÞ aſſiſt choſe 7 on but ne in tbe . 
to eternal life.. . n 
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old in the; Chic 8 you; 1 
gaiſt entering God's houſe without firſt. beg 
ing the aſſiſtanee of the Holy Spirit, to enable 
you to aſk ſuch things as ſhall pleaſe him, and 
alſo to bleſs what you ſhall hear to the faving 
of your: ſoul; iben conſidering yourſelf as 
in the immediate preſence of God, who: is a 
diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
ſet a watch over your heart, and beware, leſt 
your thoughts are employed about vain or earthly 
things, and you be one of thoſe who worſhip 
God with their lips, while their bearts are far 
from him; guard your eyes from roving about, 
and ſtrive to be recollected and compoſed ; remem- 
ber for what end you are come, viz. to ſeek 
for pardon and holineſs through the merits, and in- 
terceſſion of Jeſus: Chriſt; and for all other bleſſ- 
ings, temporal and ſpiritual; be ſure your de- 

ndence is on him, or your prayers will be re- 
jotted ; when wandering thoughts intrude, imme 
diately turn vourſelf to God, and beſeech his 
deliverance be importunate, be earneſt 'at the 
throne of grace for yourſelf and others; and 
after you! find peace with God, and joy in, be- 
lieving, yet ſtill remember that humility, love, 
meelkneſs; and all the graces of the Spirit are 
to be obtained hy prayer and faith M and it 
Hall be given you; feet, and ye ſhall And: and 
Ha- 
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-whatſarver: ye ſhall f in faith, - believing, yap.\ſbail 
FG, arg the eee orgs. of our L. 


DO) o dn, I DR #4 
10. Again, while you [ne ; hearing God's * 
read or explained, look only t-to God for 
ſucceſs: and beg of him to Sk it to hou 
conſelenee :; ſit like a ſcholar, at the feet of Je- 
ſus, and learn of him guard againſt, an in- 
dolent temper; beware of prejudice againſt the 
preacher, ; carefully endeavour to retain that part 
which moſt nearly concerns you; and ſhoull 
any doctrine be advanced contrary to your 
ſentiments, - beware, leſt it choke the good word 
by your prejudice and reaſonings ; ; treaſure. up 
what will make- you wile unto ſalvation, and 
then you will find its good effects; examine your 
life by, this tquch-ſtone,, and pray over the ſer- 
mon in your retirements, . pouring out your 
ſoul before God; and be aſſured, that unleſs 
you find benefit by ſuch ordinances, there is ſtill 
ſome root of bitterneſs in you, ſome, ſecret ſin, 
or ſomething which prevents the word from ta- 
king deep root in your ſoul; examine well, and 
mock not God, for ordinances are precious, and 
life's uncertain. Beware of all converſation af- 
ter preaching, which may interrupt your medita- 
tions, nor ſuffer the word to flip through your 
mind without due digeſtion, for then Satan will 
be very buſy with you; therefore guard againſt 
his devices; and ſo much the more, as he goes 
about like a roaring Yon, ſeeking whom he may 
devour. 


Theſe warnings and directions, throu gh God's 
bleſſing, are neceſſary for you: do not then — them 
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in digerefkix but · beſcech the Hol) Spirit: v0. write 
ther? of y heart: On y —— bythe 
above advice, if you find it agreeable to God's 
word; and then ydu will ſeen ſed he falyation 
"of God! will ſoen atflok at that happy place, 
here all mentis will cafe; where fir and ſorrov- 
Will Ber aways ad eke von will eternally en- 


Joy God. '$ $4 527 177 =; 4 0 11821 Pei. 4. 21 
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*'- ThotghT- have fail neching ng concerning fing | 
Ang the Praiſe of God yet remember, t if 
vou find no gehn, no delight in this heâvenly ex- 

Eteiſe; but muck mere ipleaſure in Warsor Nag, 

it is becauſe 50 are not kene weéd inthe ſpirit of 
Jur. Ain Fare not ereatec anew In Chriſt Je- 
fas. Whzensthis er Vehange is bronght about, 
you Will zreject, With Aiſdain, all frothy and vain 
diverſibtis, and ecunt it a Joyful howr, when you 
an join the'fotiety of thöſe, to chaunt your Re- 


IAegtere praiſe} ich whom vou Hope” to live for 
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